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HONORING MRS. EILEEN HIGGINS 
MEEGAN 

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 26, 2014 

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
honor of the remarkable Mrs. Eileen (nee Hig-
gins) Meegan on the occasion of her 95th 
birthday, Tuesday, July 1st, 2014. The daugh-
ter of proud Irish South Buffalo residents, Ei-
leen is the last surviving sibling of five chil-
dren. 

In 1939, Eileen fell in love with and married 
a fellow native of South Buffalo, Ray Meegan. 
Eileen has always been the consummate 
caregiver. She had the difficult role of wife to 
a soldier and police officer. Ray served the 
people of the United States in the First Cav-
alry during World War II, and the citizens of 
the City of Buffalo as a Buffalo Police Officer; 
in all of this, Eileen was by his side. Economi-
cally, many people at the time struggled. Mrs. 
Meegan held her family together and thrived. 

The couple was together for 39 years, until 
Ray’s death. They raised four happy and suc-
cessful children—Celine, Daniel, Sean, and 
Dorothy Delores (Dee)—all of whom have re-
mained important members of the Western 
New York community. Their sons Dan and 
Sean have even followed in their father’s foot-
steps, serving in the Buffalo Police force. 

At age 94, Eileen is in great health and con-
tinues to have a very strong mind. She has 
many special talents. Mrs. Meegan created 
and sewed her own wedding gown from 
scratch. She still enjoys cultivating a beautiful 
garden, and loves baking and cooking for her 
family. I am inspired by the resilience and con-
tinued spirit of this great woman—a true ex-
ample of a loving wife and mother. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank you for allowing me a 
few moments to speak on the behalf of this 
momentous occasion in the life of a proud 
Western New Yorker, Mrs. Eileen Meegan. I 
ask my colleagues to join me in honoring the 
legacy of Mrs. Meegan, and wishing her many 
more years of good health and full life experi-
ences. 

f 

HONORING CHIEF OF POLICE 
MICHAEL ALSUP 

HON. PETER J. ROSKAM 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 26, 2014 

Mr. ROSKAM. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize a distinguished member of the law 
enforcement community from the Sixth Con-
gressional District of Illinois, Chief of Police 
Michael Alsup at William Rainey Harper Col-
lege in Palatine, Illinois. 

Chief Alsup has faithfully served the public 
for over 42 years. Currently, he works as 
Chief of Police at Harper College, where he 

has spent the past 14 years ensuring the safe-
ty and improving the lives of students, teach-
ers, administrators, and parents alike. While 
Chief Alsup is set to retire at the end of the 
month, his legacy of service will live on at 
Harper’s thriving campus. 

Mr. Alsup’s tenure began as a Deputy Sher-
iff and Detective for Kendall County in 1972. 
He has since then served as the Chief of Po-
lice of the Sandwich Police Department and 
as Lieutenant at the College of Dupage in 
Glen Ellyn, Illinois. After leaving the College of 
Dupage, he began working for Harper College, 
where he serves as both the Chief of Police 
and a member of the College’s Adjunct Fac-
ulty in the Criminal Justice Program in addition 
to serving as the College’s Emergency Man-
agement Coordinator. 

Chief Alsup can proudly conclude a distin-
guished career having made an impact on the 
lives of thousands of students. I know I join 
his family, colleagues, students and friends in 
wishing him much success in this next chap-
ter. 

Mr. Speaker and Distinguished Colleagues, 
please join me in commemorating Chief Alsup 
and his many years of service. 

f 

IN HONOR OF JIM KIRACOFE UPON 
HIS RETIREMENT 

HON. PATRICK J. TIBERI 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 26, 2014 

Mr. TIBERI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize Jim Kiracofe on the occasion of his re-
tirement as the District Program Administrator 
for the Licking Soil and Water Conservation 
District. 

Jim can be very proud of his service to the 
people of Central Ohio. His steady commit-
ment to his duties and the well-being of the 
residents of Licking County inspires everyone 
around him. The current state of the district 
stands as a significant affirmation of his role 
as a guardian of our vital resources. For con-
sistent and outstanding achievement in his 
management practices and conservation phi-
losophy the people of the district express their 
gratitude. Such recognition honors him and re-
flects well on our entire community. 

I have enjoyed working with Jim over the 
last fourteen years and consider his leadership 
to have been an asset to our community. His 
advice, professional opinion and effectiveness 
in achieving success provided invaluable as-
sistance to me and my staff on many occa-
sions. I have relied on his guidance more than 
once, and he has always provided me with his 
wisdom. 

His leadership and administrative abilities 
will be sorely missed, and his expertise and 
experience will be very difficult to replace. 
However, Licking County will reap the benefits 
of his stewardship of the Soil and Conserva-
tion District for many years into the future. 

Therefore, his friends and colleagues wish 
to recognize him and his achievements by 

holding a ceremony in his honor at the Agri-
culture Service Center in Newark, Ohio, and I 
am very pleased to wish him well and much 
success as he embarks on many new chal-
lenges. 

f 

IN SUPPORT OF THE VOTING 
RIGHTS AMENDMENT ACT 

HON. ANNA G. ESHOO 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 26, 2014 

Ms. ESHOO. Mr. Speaker, I rise in support 
of H.R. 3899, the Voting Rights Amendment 
Act, and urge the full House to vote on this 
legislation without delay. Voting is one of our 
most fundamental rights as Americans, and 
any attempts to limit this right on a discrimina-
tory basis must be struck down. 

The constitutional right to vote existed for 
nearly a century, but millions of Americans 
were still routinely denied the right to vote 
based on the color of their skin. In 1965, Con-
gress passed the Voting Rights Act and our 
country made incredible strides to eliminate 
voter suppression and discrimination. 

Discrimination at the polls is still a fact of life 
in many parts of our country. Congress recog-
nized this when it passed the most recent re-
authorization of the Voting Rights Act in 2006 
by a unanimous vote in the Senate and a 
390–33 margin in the House. Despite this 
overwhelming bipartisan support in Congress 
and a voluminous record detailing the ongoing 
need for this legislation, one year ago this 
week, the Supreme Court struck down the 
heart of the Voting Rights Act in Shelby Coun-
ty v. Holder. 

Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg wisely stated 
in her dissent of the Court’s decision that to 
strike down the Voting Rights Act ‘‘when it has 
worked and is continuing to work to stop dis-
criminatory changes [to election laws] is like 
throwing away your umbrella in a rainstorm 
because you’re not getting wet.’’ With efforts 
across the country to restrict the ability of indi-
viduals to register and vote, it’s clear that we 
still need the ‘‘umbrella’’ protection that the 
Voting Rights Act has provided for nearly 50 
years. 

The Voting Rights Amendment Act is a bi-
partisan measure that will restore the critical 
voting protections that were struck down by 
the Supreme Court in Shelby. This bill will en-
sure that states and localities that have a re-
cent history of voting rights violations will be 
subject to the same strong oversight that has 
been so successful since 1965. 

On the day he signed the Voting Rights Act, 
President Lyndon Johnson stated: ‘‘Today is a 
triumph for freedom as huge as any victory 
that has ever been won on any battlefield.’’ 
Congress has a similar opportunity to ensure 
that the all-important protections of the Voting 
Rights Act remain in place. Let’s join together 
and ensure that this ‘‘triumph for freedom’’ is 
not lost forever. 
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IN HONOR OF THE 100TH ANNIVER-

SARY OF THE ITOO SOCIETY IN 
PEORIA, ILLINOIS 

HON. AARON SCHOCK 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, June 26, 2014 

Mr. SCHOCK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
celebrate an organization that has been dedi-
cated to improving central Illinois for 100 
years. The Itoo Society is the oldest Leba-
nese-American organization in the United 
States and one of the oldest heritage societies 
in Illinois. Named after a small village in north-
ern Lebanon, the Itoo Society was formed in 
1914 by a group of Lebanese immigrants who 
came together to support their members 
through financial and emotional hardships. 
Since then, it has developed into an active 
community group that Peoria, Illinois is proud 
to claim. 

Peorians know the Itoo Society to be a fam-
ily oriented organization that honors its mem-
bers’ heritage and culture. The Society has 
long been dedicated to charitable works that 
benefit the community members in Peoria as 
well as villagers in Itoo, Lebanon. Many of 
their festivals illustrate their dedication to com-
mendable causes, including Peoria’s oldest 
food festival, which honors those who have 
served in our military. I think my colleagues 
and I can learn a valuable lesson from the Itoo 
Society as its members are known for pro-
ducing results through a team-oriented ap-
proach to their many projects. 

In addition to serving its members, the Itoo 
Society opens its doors to charitable organiza-
tions and small businesses. By providing the 
community with a meeting place for business 
purposes and public fundraising events, the 
Society contributes to the success of other 
community institutions. This function is another 
way the Society brings together friends and 
neighbors who share similar problems, values, 
and ideas. 

An impressive list of Peorians can claim Itoo 
roots, including former U.S. Secretary of 
Transportation, Ray LaHood, former City 
Councilman and now Chairman of the Society, 
Leonard Unes, and Peoria County Circuit 
Judge Steve Kouri. 

I’d like to thank Corrie Ricca and Carl Wil-
liams, the Ladies’ and Men’s Branch Presi-
dents, respectively, as well as Chairman Leon-
ard Unes and the rest of the Itoo Society for 
their continuing service to the greater Peoria 
community and its devoted Lebanese mem-
bers. On behalf of the constituents of Illinois’ 
18th Congressional District, I commend the 
exemplary record of service the Itoo Society 
has contributed. I am honored today to recog-
nize their 100 years of effort. May they have 
many more to come. 

f 

238 YEARS AGO THIS DAY IN 
HONOR OF OUR ARMED FORCES 
AND THEIR FAMILIES THIS 
INDEPENDENCE DAY 

HON. PETE SESSIONS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, June 26, 2014 

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
honor of America’s 238th birthday and the 

brave men and women of The Armed Forces 
and their families, who’ve paid and continue to 
pay the great price of Freedom and Independ-
ence for us all. And on this Fourth of July sur-
rounded by your loved ones, say prayer and 
give thanks to them all. I submit this poem 
penned in their honor, and America’s 238th 
birthday by Albert Carey Caswell. 

238 AGO THIS DAY 
(By Albert Carey Caswell) 

238 years ago this day . . . 
As the birth of this Nation so made its way 

. . . 
Declaring Independence as had they . . . 
Shouting out across the world on that day! 
With a shot heard around the world to say! 
That for the greater good so willing to pay! 
The greatest treasure, 
That Last Full Measure had all of they! 
To Live Free Or Die on that day! 
238 years ago this day! 
And since then, 
throughout the coming years . . . 
The price of Freedom, 
has been bought and paid by all of these so 

dear! 
As one truth! 
One constant! 
Has so appeared! 
To weigh from year to year! 
Are all of these brave hearts, 
who have given and gave so all without fear! 
And all of those families who have so lived in 

tears . . . 
Whose loved ones now lie in such dark quiet 

graves so dear . . . 
From the beaches of Normandy, to the jun-

gles of Nam, 
to An bar Province they’ve so fought and 

died for us all so clear . . . 
As their courage, 
all in the darkest of all nights has so per-

severed! 
With their most precious lives they gave! 
And all of their strong arms and legs! 
And beautiful eyes upon their face! 
As generation after generation, 
these magnificent’s the price of Freedom 

have paid! 
‘‘with the bombs bursting in air’’ 
‘‘with the rockets red glare’’ 
‘‘gave proof through the night that our flag 

was still’’ 
‘‘O . . . say can you see’’ while we all live so 

free? 
This Independence Day! 
And remember that somewhere far away, 
there are heroes who for all of you will die 

this day! 
And that in hospitals and towns all across 

this here USA! 
There are fine Patriots of Peace, 
who must rebuild their lives for the price of 

Freedom they paid! 
So for all of them a prayer so say, 
and carry them deep down in your hearts 

this day . . . 
On this Independence Day, 
on this America’s 238th birthday! 
Independence! 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF PLYMOUTH’S 
FALLEN HEROES 

HON. WILLIAM R. KEATING 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, June 26, 2014 

Mr. KEATING. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Plymouth’s four fallen soldiers who died 
during the Vietnam War, and to recognize the 
Vietnam Fallen Soldier Uniform Ceremony 
being held next week. 

During the Vietnam War, Plymouth lost four 
of its own citizens who answered the call of 
duty. These selfless individuals will be memo-
rialized by family, friends, and neighbors in 
their hometown at Plymouth’s Vietnam Fallen 
Soldier Uniform Ceremony on July 3, 2014. 
Today, I would like to express my gratitude for 
their service by presenting the names of the 
fallen: 

Staff Sergeant Frederick T. Garside, U.S. 
Air Force—killed in action in Laos 

Specialist Five Robert B. Hedge, U.S. 
Army—killed in action in Bien Hoa 

Lance Corporal Wayne Moore, U.S. Army— 
killed in action in Quang Tri 

HM3 Paul Rezendes, U.S. Navy—killed in 
action in Quang Tri 

These courageous, distinguished men em-
bodied the best ideals of our country and dedi-
cated their lives to its security. I know I speak 
for many when I say that the memory of these 
four men will live on as an inspiration to us all 
and will serve as a reminder of what it means 
to serve one’s country. 

Mr. Speaker, it is a great honor to recognize 
the outstanding sacrifice that these veterans 
made for their country. I ask that my col-
leagues join me in this remembrance, and in 
thanking all of our service members deployed 
across the globe. 

f 

LGBT PRIDE MONTH 

HON. BARBARA LEE 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, June 26, 2014 

Ms. LEE of California. Mr. Speaker, I’d like 
to thank my colleague from Wisconsin, Mr. 
POCAN for organizing this important special 
order to highlight LGBT Pride Month. Thank 
you for your leadership as a Co-Chair of the 
LGBT Equality Caucus and really on so many 
other issues affecting our underserved com-
munities. 

Let me just say how proud I am to be a 
founding member and Vice Chair of the LGBT 
Equality Caucus. Our Caucus is stronger than 
ever and is really beating the drum for equal-
ity, ending discrimination and violence, and 
promoting the health and well-being for LGBT 
people here in the U.S. and around the world. 

It makes me very proud to be here today 
during Pride Month as we commemorate the 
anniversary of last year’s landmark Supreme 
Court decisions that struck down Section 3 of 
the Defense of Marriage Act and brought mar-
riage equality back to my home state of Cali-
fornia. 

These decisions were strong and decisive 
steps forward in the march towards full equal-
ity for all. 

Following those decisions, I had the privi-
lege of officiating weddings for same-sex cou-
ples at Oakland City Hall—and let me tell you, 
they reflected the diversity of my district, the 
diversity of this country, and the diversity of 
the LGBT community. 

Across the nation, some 2.8 million African 
Americans, Latino Americans, and Asian and 
Pacific Islanders identify as LGBT. 

The Williams Institute at the UCLA School 
of Law has produced studies that provide us 
with critical data and analysis of these LGBT 
communities and their unique features, chal-
lenges, and needs. 

The full reports can be found at http:// 
williamsinstitute.law.ucla.edu/. 
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